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and to enable the government to sup-
port them—conventional rules of inter-
course, the best that present cir-
cumstances and mutual opinion will 
permit, but temporary, and liable to be 
from time to time abandoned or varied, 
as experience and circumstances shall 
dictate; constantly keeping in view, 
that it is folly in one nation to look for 
disinterested favors from another— 
that it must pay with a portion of its 
independence for whatever it may ac-
cept under that character—that by 
such acceptance it may place itself in 
the condition of having given equiva-
lents for nominal favors and yet of 
being reproached with ingratitude for 
not giving more. There can be no great-
er error than to expect or calculate 
upon real favors from nation to nation. 
It is an illusion which experience must 
cure, which a just pride ought to dis-
card. 

In offering to you, my countrymen, 
these counsels of an old and affec-
tionate friend, I dare not hope they 
will make the strong and lasting im-
pression I could wish—that they will 
control the usual current of the pas-
sions or prevent our nation from run-
ning the course which has hitherto 
marked the destiny of nations. But if I 
may even flatter myself that they may 
be productive of some partial benefit, 
some occasional good, that they may 
now and then recur to moderate the 
fury of party spirit, to warn against 
the mischiefs of foreign intrigue, to 
guard against the impostures of pre-
tended patriotism—this hope will be a 
full recompense for the solicitude for 
your welfare by which they have been 
dictated. 

How far in the discharge of my offi-
cial duties I have been guided by the 
principles which have been delineated, 
the public records and other evidences 
of my conduct must witness to you and 
to the world. To myself, the assurance 
of my own conscience is that I have at 
least believed myself to be guided by 
them. 

In relation to the still subsisting war 
in Europe, my proclamation of the 22d 
of April 1793 is the index to my plan. 
Sanctioned by your approving voice 
and by that of your representatives in 
both houses of Congress, the spirit of 
that measure has continually governed 
me, uninfluenced by any attempts to 
deter or divert me from it. 

After deliberate examination with 
the aid of the best lights I could ob-
tain, I was well satisfied that our coun-
try, under all the circumstances of the 
case, had a right to take—and was 
bound in duty and interest to take—a 
neutral position. Having taken it, I de-
termined, as far as should depend upon 
me, to maintain it with moderation, 
perseverence, and firmness. 

The considerations which respect the 
right to hold this conduct it is not nec-
essary on this occasion to detail. I will 
only observe that, according to my un-
derstanding of the matter, that right, 
so far from being denied by any of the 
belligerent powers, has been virtually 
admitted by all. 

The duty of holding a neutral con-
duct may be inferred, without anything 
more, from the obligation which jus-
tice and humanity impose on every na-
tion, in cases in which it is free to act, 
to maintain inviolate the relations of 
peace and amity towards other nations. 

The inducements of interest for ob-
serving that conduct will best be re-
ferred to your own reflections and ex-
perience. With me, a predominant mo-
tive has been to endeavor to gain time 
to our country to settle and mature its 
yet recent institutions and to progress 
without interruption to that degree of 
strength and consistency which is nec-
essary to give it, humanly speaking, 
the command of its own fortunes. 

Though in reviewing the incidents of 
my administration I am unconscious of 
intentional error, I am nevertheless 
too sensible of my defects not to think 
it probable that I may have committed 
many errors. Whatever they may be, I 
fervently beseech the Almighty to 
avert or mitigate the evils to which 
they may tend. I shall also carry with 
me the hope that my country will 
never cease to view them with indul-
gence and that, after forty-five years of 
my life dedicated to its service with an 
upright zeal, the faults of incompetent 
abilities will be consigned to oblivion, 
as myself must soon be to the man-
sions of rest. 

Relying on its kindness in this as in 
other things, and actuated by that fer-
vent love towards it which is so nat-
ural to a man who views in it the na-
tive soil of himself and his progenitors 
for several generations, I anticipate 
with pleasing expectation that retreat, 
in which I promise myself to realize 
without alloy the sweet enjoyment of 
partaking in the midst of my fellow 
citizens the benign influence of good 
laws under a free government—the ever 
favorite object of my heart, and the 
happy reward, as I trust, of our mutual 
cares, labors and dangers. 

GEO. WASHINGTON.
UNITED STATES, 19th September 1796. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Jamar K. Walker, of Virginia, 
to be United States District Judge for 
the Eastern District of Virginia. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized. 

FOREIGN POLICY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
like a number of Senators on both sides 
of the aisle, I spent the first part of 
last week meeting with our NATO al-
lies and our European partners in Mu-
nich. 

In Munich, we met an array of world 
leaders, including a bipartisan meeting 
with German Chancellor Scholz. It is 
clear from our meetings in Munich 
that Europe is moving in the right di-
rection, but more must be done across 
the alliance to rebuild our defense ca-
pacity and to give Ukraine the weapons 
they need to defeat Russia’s aggres-
sion. 

After the Munich Security Con-
ference, Senators TILLIS, ERNST, BUDD, 
BRITT, RICKETTS, and I continued on to 
meet with more American partners in 
both Europe and the Middle East, 
where we met up with Senator MULLIN 
as well. We met with both President 
Herzog and Prime Minister Netanyahu 
in Israel, with the Crown Prince of 
Saudi Arabia, with the President of the 
UAE, as well as the President of Fin-
land. 

We had the pleasure of meeting some 
of our own American diplomats and ci-
vilian personnel who were on the 
ground advancing our Nation’s inter-
ests in each of these places. I was espe-
cially happy to meet some of the men 
and women serving in our Armed 
Forces who are onsite at installations 
in these countries or stationed pro-
tecting our Embassies. It was a great 
honor to run into some fellow Kentuck-
ians serving in the 380th Air Expedi-
tionary Wing at Al Dhafra Air Base in 
the UAE. 

Here in Washington, you hear Amer-
ican leadership in the world discussed 
and debated like it is some fuzzy con-
cept or abstract principle, but let me 
tell you, when you travel to Europe, 
when you travel to the Middle East, 
when you meet with the civilian and 
military leadership in those nations 
that are America’s friends and wish us 
well—well, there is nothing unclear 
about the importance of America’s 
leading role in the world. Our friends in 
Europe know beyond any doubt that 
peace and prosperity depend on a 
strong and involved America. Our part-
ners in the Middle East know without 
a doubt that security and stability rely 
on a strong and involved America. 

We are the indispensable Nation. Our 
superpower status is paramount—not 
just for these other countries but even 
more importantly, for our own inter-
ests here at home. Putting up our 
drawbridge and pretending we can go it 
alone as ‘‘Fortress America’’ will not 
cut it—will not cut it—in the 21st cen-
tury. It would put the future of our 
economic security, energy security, 
and national security at enormous 
risk. 

The need for American leadership is 
palpable. My colleagues and I will have 
much more to say on this subject in 
the coming days. 
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